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A Message From the Interim Superintendent
It is my pleasure to be returning to the Oneida City School District to work with our students, families, 
and staff through these difficult times. COVID-19 has presented many obstacles that have impacted 
all our lives. Both professionally and personally, I understand how difficult it is to navigate these 
challenges. The one constant that I find to be comforting is talking about how we feel and listening 
to each other. Over this past month, as part of my transition into the district, I have held more than 
20 stakeholder meetings to help me better understand our current needs. This will allow me to more 
effectively look forward and plan with our Board of Education and Administrative Team as we provide 
supports for students and staff.

I want to personally thank all the parents for their continued support and send my deepest sympathy to those who have 
lost loved ones. We are here to help if you are struggling. Please feel free to reach out if you are having difficulties so we 
can assist.

Finding solutions and trying to keep students engaged is our priority. We have limited time left in this school year to 
prepare all of our students to move up to the next grade level. We will be focusing on having all students engaged daily 
during synchronous or asynchronous learning and expect that all students will complete their assignments. Our staff has 
an obligation to account for every learner, so attendance is critical. We will be reaching out to ensure all students are 
accounted for and have the supports they need to be successful. Over this next month, additional interventions will be 
put in place for struggling learners to ensure they have the safety nets needed to remain on track.

Our staff, many of whom are parents as well, understand the struggles and have placed a great deal of pressure on 
themselves to serve our students while being there for their own children and families. I do want to do a big shout out 
to them for their care and concern for our students. I am extremely proud to be working with such a great group of 
professionals.

Please be reminded that school will not be in session next week, February 15-19, due to the Mid-Winter Recess.

I will be working in the district until August and will dedicate my time to moving our school through this unprecedented 
journey with great care, strong communication, and collaboration while looking out for the well-being of all. If I can assist 
you in any way, please reach out.

Sincerely,

Dr. Kathleen M. Davis
Interim Superintendent of Schools
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From The Business Office
As we head into the spring, I wanted 
to provide you some information about 
the proposed state aid runs and the 
Governor's budget proposal. 

The Division of Budget released 
preliminary state aid runs. Oneida's 
projected state aid reflects federal 
aid from the $900 billion Coronavirus 
Response and Relief Supplementary 
Appropriations Act, passed in 
December. The details of the state aid 
run have been completely redone. Not 
only does it reflect consolidation of 
expense-based aids, but it includes a 
new line item for the STAR (School Tax 
Relief) property tax exemption amount 
due from the state to the district to 
offset local residents' property tax bills. 
This long-standing state rebate program 
has never previously been considered 
part of state aid. The Governor is cutting 
our District’s property tax reimbursement 
amount by $2.5 million and filling it 
with federal COVID-19 relief money 
($0 net effect). There has been a lot of 
conjecture as to what this means going 
forward as COVID-19 relief money 
is a one-time, non-recurring source 
of revenue creating a budget hole 
that needs to be filled in future State 
budgets. 

We hope we are not headed toward 
another few years of GEA (gap 
elimination adjustment) reductions, 
like what school districts experienced 
from 2011-2016, because of future 
budget gaps. This time, that possible 
gap elimination could affect STAR 
reimbursements instead of state aid.  

At this time, we must prepare our 
2021-2022 budget based on the gap 
presented. As always, children will be 
the center of all or our decisions. The 
district will continue to provide budget 
updates to our families as information 
becomes available.

Athletics Reopening Plan
Oneida will conduct a phased reopening of athletics, in keeping with 
guidance from the New York State Department of Health. This will allow 
us to monitor COVID-19 infection rates and to resolve operational issues 
that arise before we return to normal levels.

Winter Sports 
• Low/ Moderate risk revised start date of Monday; December 14th 

approved by NYSPHSAA Officers. Sections have the authority to 
determine a later start date. 

• High-risk sports are permitted to begin on February 1st only as 
permitted by the respective local health authorities (i.e., county health 
departments). 

• No Regional/ State Championships approved by NYSPHSAA officers 
(12-10-20). 

• Seven Consecutive Day Rule will be waived for entire winter season, 
approved by NYSPHSAA officers (1-24-21). 

Fall Season II 
• Low/Moderate sports start date of March 1, 2021, approved by 

NYSPHSAA Officers (9-9-20). 

• High-risk sports are permitted to begin on March 1, 2021 only as 
permitted by the respective local health authorities (i.e., county health 
departments). 

• Practice requirements for Fall Season II are 6 for all sports, except for 
Football which will require 10, approved by NYSPHSAA officers (9-9-
20). 

• Seven Consecutive Day Rule has been waived for entire Fall Season II, 
approved by NYSPHSAA officers (9-9-20). 

• Game/ Contest limits – no change. 

• No Regional/ State Championships approved by NYSPHSAA officers 
(7-16-20). 

Spring Sports 
• Low/ Moderate spring sports start date is scheduled for April 19, 

2021. 

• High-risk sports are permitted to begin on April 19, 2021 only as 
permitted by the respective local health authorities (i.e., county health 
departments). 

The district has developed an Athletics Reopening Plan that has been 
reviewed and approved by the district’s medical director on February 
2, 2021. The Board of Education met on February 3, 2021 to approve 
coaches and high-risk sports participation in accordance with the 
implementation of all Department of Health Guidelines as outlined by the 
re-opening plan document.  
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iLearning Support
Help to add an extra level of privacy in a distance learning setting with 
the use of a virtual background. Students now have the availability to blur 
their background or choose from a pre-created virtual setting in Google 
Meet. With this setting, the only image the participants will see is the 
student themselves. 

To enable a virtual background, student can click on the "change 
background" icon that appears in the preview screen prior to joining the 
meeting. This same icon will also appear by clicking on the three dots in 
the bottom right-hand corner inside of the Meet. Students will choose 
the background they would like to use and will see their Google Meet 
background change. 

Something important to note, is that changing a background can slow 
down the video connection. So, if you start to notice a lag in the video, 
start by removing the background to see if that helps. If you do not see 
this option, make sure Chrome is updated to version 86. Additional 
information on this feature can be found at https://bit.ly/3oJHxrP.

State Updates

Spring Testing Waiver Proposal 

The State Education Department is 
seeking a waiver from the federal 
government to forego state testing 
and accountability requirements for 
the 2020-21 school year due to the 
ongoing pandemic. The Commissioner 
and Board of Regents noted that 
many students are receiving some 
or all of their instruction remotely and 
that state assessments cannot be 
safely, equitably and fairly administered 
across the state. You can visit the 
http://www.nysed.gov/essa for more 
details on the waiver requests. 

Travel & Isolation Changes

The State Health Department has 
updated its requirements related to 
travel, quarantine and isolation. These 
changes apply to all in-person or 
hybrid students, faculty and staff.

• All quarantine and isolation 
requirements have been reduced 
from 14 days to 10 days.

• Release from isolation is now 
based on a 10-day isolation and 
resolution of symptoms OR release 
from isolation by the local health 
department.

• The travel advisory screening 
question reduces the look-back 
from the past 14 days to the 
past 10 days.

• The travel advisory screening 
language was changed to 
a level 2 or higher country 
and noncontiguous states.

• The travel advisory algorithm 
reduces the mandatory quarantine 
from 14 days to 10 days and adds 
the test-out option for travelers.

Swimmers Excel In the Pool
Oneida re-entered the sports arena this year with its swim team. Although 
the season looked different due to pandemic restrictions and guidelines 
for athletics, the 13 OHS swimmers are rising to the challenge.

“They put their hearts and souls into each and every practice, and it 
shows,” Varsity Coach Kristin Hicks said.

The team began practices in mid-December, having pool time just twice 
a week, and have been competing in a combination of virtual and a 
couple of live, socially-distanced meets.  Although there have not been 
spectators, all meets have been live-streamed. And although sectional 
and state championships weren't held this year, Coach Hicks still 
measured her swimmers' performance against sectional benchmarks - 
and 12 students would have qualified for post-season events if they had 
been held!

Athletic Director Stacey Tice said the swim season is off to a good start 
and the district is now beginning play for boys and girls basketball and 
volleyball for the winter season, following all NYSPHSAA and Madison 
County safety guidelines.
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Third Grade Practices ELA, Math
Third graders at Seneca Street are focused on their ELA and Math work. Pictured 
below are (at left) two virtual learners engaged in an interactive read aloud; and (at 
right) two students practicing math using 
playing cards and dice.

Students Explore Laws of Motion
Otto Shortell science students have been learning about Isaac Newton 
and his Three Laws of Motion. Though his laws may seem obvious to 
us today, back in the late 1600’s, the concepts were new and Newton 
dedicated his life to exploring them. 

During a hands-on lab using Newton’s First Law of Motion (Law of 
Inertia), students explored and identified how the unbalanced force of 
friction influences the motion of matchbox cars. Pictured are students 
from Mrs. Koelsch's class.

Second Grade 
Studies Habitats

Second graders at North Broad learned 
about habitats in their science lessons, 
creating their own terrestrial habitate for 
mealworms and pill bugs. They filled the 
space with moss, soil, rocks and apple and 
potato pieces, and discussed as a group 
the ways that living and non-living things 
work together to help each other and 
create an ecosystem. Students kept daily 
observation journals and studied various 
habitats over the course of several weeks.

Pictured are students in Mrs. Claflin's class.

Superintendent 
Search Update

The Board of Education 
is working with Madison-
Oneida BOCES District 
Superintendent Scott 
Budelmann in its search 
for a new Superintendent 
of Schools. Applications 
are now being accepted. 
For more on the search 
process and timeline, 
please visit our website. 
The Board will provide 
updates as information 
becomes available.
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"Bubbles" by Erin Loosman (left), "Beaten" by Allyssah Redmond (right)

STUDENT AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS

CTE Excellence Awards
Madison-Oneida BOCES instructors are recognizing Career and 
Technical Education students for modeling employability skills. A 
different trait is featured each month. These are the Oneida students 
who have earned Student of the Month honors so far this year:

Professionalism
Lillian Wright, IT Systems
Kara Young, Graphic Design

Accountability
Ally Schuck, Early Childhood Education
Jill Ward, Law, Government and Public Administration

Respect
Kirstin Moore, Community Based Occupational Education

Daniel Bartley

Saylon Batey

Kylie Bell

Arianna Bracy

Chessney Buell

Devin Calianese

Madison Carroll

Emily Dearmore

Zackary Durr

Megan Dwyer

Mayson Earl

Zoey Fox

Nathaniel Ginter

Aiden Hicks

Ajay Hicks

Natalie Hoffman

Karissa Jones

Makayla Larkin

Noelle LeBlanc

Jacob Leggett

Hannah Loosman

Kylee Loosman

Sydney Lusher

Justin Marji

Rowen Marshall

Hannah Mendillo

Gabriel Mosley

Maddison O'Moore

Cameron Ostrander

Naomie Pawlikowski

Aimee Peebles

Madison Sholtzhauer

Samantha Simchik

Marissa Terrell

Jackson Urtz

Jill Ward

Charles Wright

Olivia Zeun

All-Eastern Music
Senior Megan Dwyer was 
selected to represent NYS in 
this year's National Association 
for Music Education (NAfME) 
All-Eastern Mixed Chorus 
Honor Choir! She is among just 
275 students selected for the 

Mixed Chorus from 13 northeastern states!

This year's All-Eastern festival will be virtual. In 
March, Megan will attend online workshops, 
masterclasses and rehearsals, and then submit 
recordings of herself to be included in a final 
virtual performance. 

Scholastic Art
Oneida students earned nine awards in this year's Scholastic Art 
Awards regional competition. These pieces were judged alongside more 
than 2,000 submissions and will be featured in a virtual exhibit.

• Corinne Becker, grade 11, Silver Key in Drawing & Illustration for 
"Holly Jolly"; Honorable Mention in Mixed Media for "Past & Present" 

• Erin Loosman, grade 10, Silver Key in Sculpture for "Bubbles"

• Allyssah Redmond, grade 10, Silver Key in Digital Art for "Beaten"; 
Honorable Mention in Digital Art for "Fallen Angel"

• Julianna Locke, grade 10, Honorable Mention in Ceramics and 
Glass for "Untitled"

• Olivia Piersall, grade 10, Honorable Mention in Sculpture for "Tree of 
Life"

• Jasmine Shampine, grade 10, Honorable Mention in Drawing 
and Illustration for "The Alex"; Honorable Mention in Ceramics for 
"Catastrophe"

National Honor 
Society Induction

This year, 38 students were inducted into our 
National Honor Society Chapter:
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Pre-K & Kindergarten Registration
Pre-kindergarten and kindergarten registration for the 2021-22 school year is 
now open. To qualify, students must turn 4 years old on or before December 1 
for pre-k and 5 years old on or before December 1 for kindergarten. 

We are using the FamilyID system to assist with pre-registration for both 
grades. Visit https://www.familyid.com/organizations/oneida-city-school-district 
to create an account, complete your information, and fill out a New Student 
Registration form. 

After your pre-registration is complete, the district's Registration Office will 
contact you to collect required paperwork and finalize your registration. 
Required paperwork includes: Child’s birth certificate, child’s immunization 
record, physical examination form dated within one year or proof of upcoming 
physical, proof of residency (current mortgage/lease of utility bill), and recent 
custody paperwork (if applicable).

Families will also need to complete a transportation request form, also available 
in the FamilyID platform. 

Additional information is available on our website or by calling the Registration 
Office at 315-361-6072. Families without internet access may call Registration 
and speak with Lori Cimpi.

*Please note that students enrolled in the OCSD pre-k program in the 2020-
2021 school year will not need to re-register for kindergarten, but families will 
need to submit updated health information.

Kindergarten Practices Math Skills
Willard Prior kindergarten students in Miss Zeller's class learned the concept 
of "part-part-whole" in their math lessons this winter. AIS Math instructor Mrs. 
Crowley worked with them on counting objects to five using double-sided disks. 
They shook up the disks in a cup, spilled them out and counted the number of 
reds and yellows - which always added up to five. 


